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Dear Colleagues 
 
CORONAVIRUS ACT 2020 - COMPLETING A MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF 
CAUSE OF DEATH 
 
On 23 April 2020, following the introduction of the Coronavirus Act 2020, I issued 
circular HSS (MD) 28/2020 providing guidance around death certification during the 
COVID 19 pandemic. 
 
Specific provisions in that legislation were designed to ensure that death certification 
and registration could continue during the emergency period of the COVID-19 
pandemic, thus allowing committal of the deceased to proceed without unnecessary 
delay. 
 
Essentially, where a medical practitioner, who had seen and treated the deceased 
before death, was unable to complete the Medical Certificate of Cause of Death 
(MCCD), or where it was impractical for them to do so, the Coronavirus Act 2020 
allowed another doctor from the hospital to complete the MCCD, provided they could 
state the cause of death to the best of their knowledge and belief.   
 
It was intended that these emergency provisions would only be used when the 
treating doctor was unable to do discharge their responsibilities in the normal 
manner - for example, due to unavailability, illness, self-isolation, or pressure of 
additional duties due to the pandemic. 
 
The Independent Medical Examiner Service prototype which is currently ongoing has 
identified a number of cases where the MCCD has been completed by a doctor who 
has not seen or treated the deceased during their stay in hospital.  Evidence 
suggests that this is very often despite the fact, that a “treating” doctor is available 
and could complete the MCCD in the normal manner. 
 
While the specific legal provisions within the Coronavirus Act 2020 are expected to 
remain in place until 22 September 2022, I would ask that medical practitioners are 
reminded that, if possible, the MCCD should be completed by a doctor who has 



 

 

seen and treated the deceased during their stay in hospital.  Only on very rare 
occasions, if none of the doctors who saw and treated the deceased are able to 
complete the MCCD due to exceptional reasons highlighted above, should the 
MCCD be completed by a doctor who has not seen and treated the deceased. 
 
I would ask that this information is cascaded to all medical staff within your Trusts 
and highlighted at all Trust M&M meetings.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

PROF SIR MICHAEL McBRIDE  
Chief Medical Officer 

 

 
cc Dr Ian Steele, NIMDTA 
 
 


