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2023 Self-Assessment Rules 
A number of the recruiting specialties are using validated self-assessment to shortlist candidates. The method of shortlisting is detailed for all specialties in the vacancy 
tables above. Where self-assessment is being used candidates are asked to read and follow the guidelines below: 

1. All Candidates MUST upload evidence for ALL self-assessment domains at time of application. 
2. All Evidence MUST be uploaded in PDF FORMAT. 
3. You MUST upload an index page before completing the self-assessment. The index should detail the evidence you have provided for each domain, to help the 

validators navigate through your evidence. This document MUST be named 00Index.pdf. An approved index template can be downloaded from the document 
library for the respective vacancy. Failure to provide an index that clearly lists where all required evidence can be found AND which domain it is linked to will 
result in your application being rejected. A NIMDTA approved template is available here which illustrates how we expect your evidence to be organised. 

4. Please combine evidence for each domain into ONE pdf per domain in the order listed within your index document. Each Domain should then be labelled 
accordingly (ie. 01Quals) 

5. If it is not possible for you to combine documents into one pdf, you will be permitted a max of 5 documents per domain and they should be labelled accordingly (ie, 
01a, 01b, etc. in order based on your index page) 

6. Please ensure you keep to the naming convention above and DON’T use any non-alphanumeric characters (ie. &*.%$) as this will prevent the transfer of your 
documents into SharePoint for validation.  The naming convention is provided to allow the validation panel to quickly identify your evidence and identify which 
domain it applies to.  If it is not clear from the file name which domain the evidence relates to, the validation panel reserves the right to reject that file.   

7. It is the responsibility of the candidate to ensure uploaded documents FULLY DEMONSTRATE the required evidence based on the rating they have chosen. Failure 
to do so may result in the score for that domain being reduced. (ie. if you have claimed that you have presented at a national or international meeting, do not 
expect your slides alone to be accepted as evidence; instead please upload confirmation from the conference organisers that your presentation was included in the 
programme of events.) 

8. It is the responsibility of the candidate to ensure uploaded documents are CORRECTLY ORIENTATED AND LEGIBLE. Failure to do so may result that domain being 
scored zero. 

9. ONLY upload documentation directly relevant to your self-assessment. The validating panel cannot be expected to review your entire portfolio. If a candidate is 
deemed to have uploaded unnecessary documentation that prevents the validation panel from quickly identifying the correct evidence, their application will be 
rejected. 

10. You can only claim on the basis of achievements completed at point of submission of your application. 
11. Scores are not adjustable after submission – you cannot amend your self-assessment score after should you have made a mistake on your application form, or 

gained an achievement after the submission of your application. 
12. It is never permissible to share or upload patient identifiable data.  Any file found to contain patient identifiable data will be removed from your evidence folder, 

prior to validation, to prevent it being shared further. NIMDTA may also be obliged to raise this as a GDPR issue and inform your Responsible Officer. 

http://www.nimdta.gov.uk/download/00index/
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The tables below  outline how many points each achievement can score 

You must provide suitable evidence of all your achievements in order to be awarded points. 
This evidence must be uploaded to Oriel at the time of application; 

Please note, evidence used in support of one domain cannot be used in support of another 
 

01 – Additional Undergraduate Degrees and Qualifications 
(Please choose one of the following) 

Scores 

Degree obtained prior to starting medicine – 1ST CLASS HONOURS OR EQUIVALENT (can include non-medical related degrees) 3 

Degree obtained prior to starting medicine – 2.1 OR EQUIVALENT (can include non-medical related degrees) 2 

None/Other 0 
 
 

02 – Postgraduate Degrees and Qualifications 
(Please choose one of the following) 

Scores 

PhD or DPhil Doctor of Philosophy (can include non-medical related qualifications) 4 

MD Doctor of Medicine (not undergraduate) – two-year original research-based or MPhil Master of Philosophy 
(can include non-medical related qualifications) 

4 

Masters level degree eg MSc, MA, MRes, etc. (can include non-medical qualifications).  Typically last 8 months or longer, full-time equivalent 3 

Other relevant postgraduate diploma or postgraduate certificate typically lasting BETWEEN ONE AND TEN MONTHS (whole time equivalent).  You cannot claim for 
any membership examinations, or parts thereof, from within or outside of the UK, this includes MRCP(UK).  Qualifications unrelated to medicine cannot be claimed for 
in this option 

2 

None/Other 0 
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03 – Presentations/Posters 
(Please choose one of the following) 

Scores 

I have GIVEN a HISTOPATHOLOGY related ORAL PRESENTATION at a NATIONAL or INTERNATIONAL medical meeting after being INVITED/SELECTED to 
do so 8 

I have GIVEN a NON - HISTOPATHOLOGY related ORAL PRESENTATION at a NATIONAL or INTERNATIONAL medical meeting after being 
INVITED/SELECTED to do so 5 

I have SHOWN MORE THAN ONE HISTOPATHOLOGY related POSTER at NATIONAL or INTERNATIONAL medical meetings  8 

I have SHOWN MORE THAN ONE NON - HISTOPATHOLOGY related POSTER at NATIONAL or INTERNATIONAL medical meetings  5 

I have SHOWN ONE HISTOPATHOLOGY related POSTER at a NATIONAL or INTERNATIONAL medical meeting 6 

I have SHOWN ONE NON - HISTOPATHOLOGY related POSTER at NATIONAL or INTERNATIONAL medical meeting 4 

I have GIVEN a HISTOPATHOLOGY related ORAL PRESENTATION at a REGIONAL medical meeting after being INVITED to do so 6 

I have GIVEN a NON - HISTOPATHOLOGY related ORAL PRESENTATION at a REGIONAL medical meeting after being INVITED to do so 4 

I have SHOWN ONE or MORE POSTERS at a REGIONAL medical meeting(s) 4 

I have GIVEN an ORAL PRESENTATION, or SHOWN ONE or MORE POSTERS at a LOCAL medical meeting(s) after being INVITED to do so 2 

I was a significant contributor to an ORAL PRESENTATION or POSTER at a NATIONAL or INTERNATIONAL medical meeting, which I DID NOT personally 
present or show 2 

None/Other 0 
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04 – Publications 
(Please choose one of the following) 

Scores 

I am first author, or joint-first author, of TWO or MORE PubMed-cited original research publications (or in press) 5 

I am co-author of TWO or MORE PubMed-cited original research publications (or in press) 4 

I am first author, or joint-first author, of ONE PubMed-cited original research publication (or in press) 4 

I am co-author of ONE PubMed-cited original research publication (or in press) 3 

I am first author, joint-first author, or co-author of MORE THAN ONE PubMed-cited OTHER PUBLICATION (or in press) such as editorials, reviews, case reports, 
letters, etc. 3 

I am first author, joint-first author, or co-author of ONE PubMed-cited OTHER PUBLICATION (or in press) such as an editorial, review, case report, letter, etc. 3 

I have published one or more abstracts, non-peer reviewed articles or published articles that are not PubMed-cited 2 

None/Other 0 

 

05 – Teaching Experience 
(Please choose one of the following) 

Scores 

I have worked with local tutors to DESIGN and/or ORGANISE a teaching programme (a series of sessions) to enhance locally organised teaching for healthcare 
professionals or medical students.  I have CONTRIBUTED REGULARLY to teaching over a period of APPROXIMATELY THREE MONTHS or longer.  I have 
evidence of FORMAL FEEDBACK 

5 

I have provided REGULAR teaching for healthcare professionals or medical students over a period of APPROXIMATELY THREE MONTHS or longer.  I have 
evidence of FORMAL FEEDBACK 3 

I have taught medical students or other health professionals OCCASIONALLY.  I have evidence of FORMAL FEEDBACK 2 

None/Other 0 
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06 – Training in Teaching 
(Please choose one of the following) 

Scores 

I have been awarded a masters level teaching qualification 5 

I have a higher qualification in teaching eg PG Cert or PG Diploma 3 

I have had some training in teaching methods (eg a local deanery course) 1 

I have had no training in teaching methods 0 

 

07 – Quality Improvement (QI) 
(Please choose one of the following) 

Scores 

I played a leading role in the DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION of a sustainable change (ie more than one completed PDSA cycle) using QI (not audit) 
METHODOLOGY,  
AND 
I have PRESENTED the results at a meeting 

10 

I have ACTIVELY PARTICIPATED in the DESIGN and IMPLEMENTATION of a sustainable change (ie more than one completed PDSA cycle) using QI (not audit) 
METHODOLOGY,  
AND 
I have PRESENTED the complete results at a meeting 

8 

I played a leading role in the DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION of a sustainable change (ie more than one completed PDSA cycle) using QI (not audit) 
METHODOLOGY, 
BUT 
I have NOT PRESENTED the results 

6 

I have participated on a course on QI methodology 4 

None/Other 0 
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08 – Leadership and Management 
(Please choose one of the following) 

Scores 

I hold/have held a NATIONAL leadership or managerial role related to the provision of healthcare for 6 OR MORE MONTHS  8 

I hold/have held a NATIONAL leadership or managerial role in a non-medical voluntary capacity for 6 OR MORE MONTHS  8 

I hold/have held a REGIONAL leadership or managerial role related to the provision of healthcare for 3 OR MORE MONTHS  6 

I hold/have held a LOCAL leadership or managerial role related to the provision of healthcare for 3 OR MORE MONTHS  4 

I hold/have held a LOCAL/REGIONAL leadership or managerial role in a non-medical voluntary capacity for 6 OR MORE MONTHS  4 

None/Other 0 

 

09 – Commitment to Histopathology as a Specialty 
(Please choose one of the following) 

Scores 

I have completed a postgraduate period of training in Histopathology lasting 3 OR MORE MONTHS (eg, foundation year programme etc.) within the last five years OR 
I have completed a brief taster attachment in a Pathology Department of two or more days duration within the last 5 years  10 

I have completed a postgraduate course in pathology (not already listed in Domain 2)  eg MSc in Molecular Pathology 8 

I have completed an undergraduate elective or taster in a pathology department of two or more days or I have completed a student selected special study module. 6 

I attended a scientific meeting in pathology or a College meeting in Pathology  4 

I have had no experience of histopathology 0 

 

10 – Histopathology related activities 
(Please choose one of the following) 

Scores 

I have completed a research project related to pathology resulting in a dissertation or published abstract or publication ( not already mentioned in domain4) 8 

I am a co-author of a publication related to pathology (must be different to any publication listed in Domain 4) 6 

I have completed an alternative activity related to histopathology (eg audit) that is not listed above and have evidence to demonstrate this 4 

I have not completed any of the above histopathology related activities 0 
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