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14th May 2026 

Our Ref: FOI 2785 

By email 

 
 
 
Dear  
 
I am writing to you in response to your Freedom of Information request received by 
the Northern Ireland Medical and Dental Training Agency (NIMDTA) on 9th April 2026 
in which you requested information relating to ST4 psychiatry applications: 
 
1. I am wondering how many total positions there are in Northern Ireland 

for ST4 Psychiatry of Old Age, General Adult Psychiatry and any 
combined specialities of those two? 

2. How many of those places were taken up in 2026, 2025, 2024? 
3. Do you have specific competition ratios for these placements in NI? 
 
I was able to access the overall competition ratio for ST4 applications but not 
the breakdown for NI's jobs.  
 
I'm aware they may be some crossover with people applying and taking other 
jobs but preferencing NI as a lower option. If possible, do you have info on 
how many people gave those jobs their first preference in 2025 or 2026? 
 
 
Please find the response below: 
 
I should firstly refer you to the following NIMDTA website link Hospital Specialty 
Recruitment where you will be able to obtain the requested information for pervious 
years under the Competition Ratios dropdown. 

Furthermore, I should advise that the information you have requested in relation to 
2026 is considered exempt from disclosure under section 22 of FOIA (Information 
intended for future publication). 
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Section 22 of FOIA provides an exemption where information is held by a public 
authority with a settled intention to publish the information at a future date. NIMDTA 
intends to publish the requested 2026 information as part of its future planned 
publications, and it would be inappropriate to release this information ahead of that 
publication. 

Section 22 is a qualified exemption, and we have therefore considered the public 
interest test. While we recognise a public interest in transparency and openness, we 
consider that this is outweighed by the public interest in ensuring that the information 
is published in an accurate, complete and consistent manner at the appropriate time. 

For these reasons, we consider that the balance of the public interest favours 
maintaining the exemption. 

With regard to your preferencing query, ST4 Psychiatry is recruited to locally in 
Northern Ireland – therefore all applications are exclusive to Northern Ireland and no 
preferencing required.  

I hope that the information provided assists you. If you are dissatisfied in any way 
with the handling of your request, you have the right to request a review. You should 
do this as soon as possible or in any case within two months of the date of issue of 
this letter, as NIMDTA, along with all other public authorities are not obliged to 
accept internal review requests after this period has lapsed. 
 
In the event that you require a review to be undertaken, you can do so by writing to 
The Business Services Organisation (BSO), which provides an Information 
Governance service on our behalf: 
 
Post: Information Governance Manager,  

2 Franklin Street,  
Belfast,  
BT2 8DQ 

 
Email: foi.bso@hscni.net 
 
If, following an internal review, carried out by an independent decision making panel, 
you remain dissatisfied in any way with the handling of the request, you may make a 
complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office and ask that they investigate 
whether NIMDTA has complied with the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 
 
The Information Commissioner’s Office – Northern Ireland 
10th Floor 
Causeway Tower 
9 James Street South 
Belfast 
BT2 8DN 
 
Telephone: 0303 123 1114 
Email: ni@ico.org.uk 




