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2nd June 2026 

 

By email 

 
 
Ref: FOI 2790 
 
 
Dear  
 
I am writing to you in response to your Freedom of Information request received by the 
Northern Ireland Medical and Dental Training Agency (NIMDTA) on 17 h April 2026 in which 
you requested information relating to general practice workforce and recruitment in Northern 
Ireland: 
 
Firstly, please accept my apologies for the delay in providing a response.  
 
Please find the response below. 
 
 
Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I request disclosure of the following 
information relating to general practice workforce and recruitment in Northern Ireland: 
 
1. The number of GP locum opportunities available in each Health and Social 

Care Trust area, broken down annually from 2017 to date. 

Nimdta would not hold this information though there is information relating to GP 
roles within the various FSU areas in NI that has been published on the GPNI 
website since 2022, this website is supported by Nimdta (see below). However, it is 
likely that there will have been roles that were not advertised on this site. 

Fixed Term Locums (this includes GP Mat Cover, Locum with view to Partnership 

and Salaried/Locum) 

 

 





  | Beechill House, 42 Beechill Road, Belfast, BT8 7RL|  Tel: 028 9040 0000 
 

4. Any data held in relation to trends in GP recruitment, including (if available): 
 

 
 
numbers entering partnership 

  
Information relating to the numbers of GP Partners and sessional/locum GPs in NI is 
gathered through the role of the GP department in the delivery of GP appraisal on 
behalf of SPPG. Nimdta provides an annual GP appraisal report to the Revalidation 
team at SPPG as a requirement of this SLA. If information relating to this work is 
requested by third parties they are directed to the Revalidation team at SPPG on 
who’s behalf these data are collected and managed. 
 
numbers working as locums  
 
Nimdta would not hold this information 
 
any recorded shortages or workforce gaps 
 
Nimdta would not hold this information 
 

 
5. Any reports, briefings, or internal analyses held by the Department concerning 

GP recruitment trends and/or availability of locum or partnership opportunities 
since 2017. 

 
Nimdta would not hold information relating to the locum or partnership opportunities 
beyond that outlined in points 1 and 3.  

 
 
I hope that the information provided assists you. If you are dissatisfied in any way with the 
handling of your request, you have the right to request a review. You should do this as soon 
as possible or in any case within two months of the date of issue of this letter, as NIMDTA, 
along with all other public authorities are not obliged to accept internal review requests after 
this period has lapsed. 
 
In the event that you require a review to be undertaken, you can do so by writing to The 
Business Services Organisation (BSO), which provides an Information Governance service 
on our behalf: 
 
Post: Information Governance Manager,  

2 Franklin Street,  
Belfast,  
BT2 8DQ 

 
Email: foi.bso@hscni.net 
 
If, following an internal review, carried out by an independent decision making panel, you 
remain dissatisfied in any way with the handling of the request, you may make a complaint to 
the Information Commissioner’s Office and ask that they investigate whether NIMDTA has 
complied with the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 
 
The Information Commissioner’s Office – Northern Ireland 
10th Floor 
Causeway Tower 
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9 James Street South 
Belfast 
BT2 8DN 
 
Telephone: 0303 123 1114 
Email: ni@ico.org.uk 
 
In most circumstances the Information Commissioner will not investigate a complaint unless 
an internal review procedure has been carried out. However the Commissioner has the 
option to investigate the matter at his discretion. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Aaron McClelland 
Senior Governance, IT and Facilities Manager, NIMDTA 


