WHY CHOOSE NIMD T A

DENTAL CORE TRAINING Northern Ireland
Medical & Dental Training Agency
AS A CAREER?

Hi everyone,

My name is Marie Richmond, and | am currently working as a DCT3 in the School of Dentistry, Belfast. |
qualified from the University of Liverpool in 2021 and returned home to complete DFT in New Row Denta
Coleraine. | have completed DCT posts in Paediatric Dentistry, Orthodontics, OMFS, Restorative Denti
and Special Care Dentistry.

As you progress through DFT, you will start to think about your future career pathway. Whether yo
stay in general practice, move into the Community Dental Service, or embark on a career in Hosp
Dentistry, DCT can help further your knowledge, skills, and career prospects with the support of s
and supervising consultants.

NIMDTA provide DCTs with a curated study day
programme, which includes core CPD like dental
radiography and tailored topics specifically for
DCTs, e.g., a 2-day intensive MFDS Study Aid
Course. The study day programme provides over
40 hours of verified CPD per annum.

During DCT, there are opportunities to get involved
in audit, quality improvement and research; these
projects can pave the way for poster and oral presentations at national and international conferences or
publications in peer-reviewed journals. There are opportunities to teach undergraduate dental students and
colleagues.

NIMDTA provide DCTs with 30 days of study leave and a £1250 study budget per annum, which can be use

for personal career development, including completion of the MFDS examination, attending conferences, a
funding for additional qualifications, e.g., Postgraduate Certificate in Clinical Education.

DCT provides a better understanding of secondary a
tertiary care and referral pathways. You are part of a larg
team of other professionals working together to ens
patients receive the best treatment possible. There &
opportunities to develop your leadership and managem
skills, such as completing the 'First Steps to Leader
course or undertaking a leadership role like
Representative. These skills are transferrable to any
career.

| encourage everyone to consider applying for DCT, as it has been pivotal to my career. | havg
many wonderful friends over the last 3 years.

Applications for DCT recruitment open on Thursday 8 January 2026 at 10:00 and ¢
January 2026 at 16:00.
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